Advanced Public Speaking

SPC 3602 --Spring 2014
Location:
Time:
________________________________________________________________________
Instructor:
Mariam Willis, M.A.
Office:
Rolfs 413
Office Hours:
Campus Mail: Rolfs 402
Phone:
352-226-4028 (if you are missing a scheduled appointment)
E-mail:
mariam.willis@ufl.edu (best means of contact)
________________________________________________________________________
Course Description: Study of principles and methods of selected forms of public speaking for various
purposes, audiences and contexts. The purpose of this course is to understand and apply (1) the principles of
effective public speaking, (2) the principles of audience analysis, (3) research and message preparation, and
(4) participation in democratic decision making through effective and ethical public speaking. Prereq: SPC
2608 or equivalent.
Required Texts:
Hostetler, Michael J. & Kahl, Mary L. (2012). Advanced public speaking: A leader’s guide. Upper Saddle River,
NJ: Pearson Education, Inc. ISBN-10: 0205740014
Course Objectives:
 A focus on the “public” in public speaking: Student’s will learn how strategic choices in forming
the central idea, organizing the speech and audience adaptation can lead to speeches that enhance
the quality of public deliberation and decision making.
 A focus on invention: This course will expand on the usual range of informative and persuasive
purposes to provide more guidance in inventing speeches that address audience concerns in the
public sphere.
 A focus on research: This course focuses on the fundamentals of building a research plan, which
speaks directly to the challenges and obstacles students face in locating and evaluating credible
sources. Students will think strategically about research, and therefore become more efficient in
preparation and more confident in performances.
 A focus on language: This course will focus on language and offer students multiple ways of
understanding the importance of language in public speaking, and more broadly, the public sphere.
 A focus on the connections between informative and persuasive speaking.
 A focus on ethics: This course treats ethical action not only in terms of a speaker’s personal choices,
but also as a public achievement made possible through shared commitments to democratic
participation, social justice, and sustainable natural and social systems.
Course Assignments: Students will present a minimum of four extemporaneous style speeches and may be
required to present one impromptu speech during the semester. Written critiques for each speech will
consider, among other things, the effectiveness of the message, delivery and organization. A speech outline
and bibliography (or works cited) will be submitted to the instructor at the time each speech is presented.
The outline and bibliography, as well as the speech itself, will provide the basis for the evaluation of each
speech assignment. It is expected that students will prepare and research their speeches using and citing a
variety of sources (including, but not limited to, newspapers, magazines, journals, books, websites, etc.).
Additionally, speeches will be evaluated, in part, on the student's ability to present within the designated
time limits given by your instructor. A more complete explanation of each speech assignment will be
provided in advance of its preparation and presentation. Speaking schedules for the designated days of the
individual speech assignments will also be announced in advance; a rotating system of scheduling will be
used. Speeches will comprise a major percentage of the final course grade. The remainder of points for the
final grade is accumulated from peer evaluations and two exams.

COURSE EVALUATION & GRADING CRITERIA
Speech 1: Informative Speech (6-7 minutes)
The object of this speech is to give the audience a fuller, more functional understanding of a specific purpose
statement. You are required to use of visual aids and sources of support.
Speech 2: Persuasive Speech (6-7 minutes)
The persuasive speech is a speech of advocacy where the speaker confronts neutral and/or opposing
listeners, inviting them to change their opinions to match that of his/her own using a variety of motivational
strategies. You are required to use of visual aids and sources of support.
Speech 3: Your Choice (6-7 minutes)
Speech 4: Opinion Give & Take
A speech presented within a debate format. Speakers will individually present speeches on different facets
of topic significant to a current, controversial issue. Individuals or groups will debate various sides of an
issue. You are required to use sources of support.
Exam (mid-term)
Exam (final)
Speech 1
Speech 2
Speech 3
Speech 4
Peer Evaluations (20)
Total
A
A-

800-752
751-720

100
100
100
100
100
100
200
800
B+
B
B-

719-696
695-672
671-640

C+
C
C-

639-616
615-592
591-560

D+
D
D-

559-536
535-512
511-480

INSTRUCTOR EXPECTATIONS AND POLICIES
Attendance: You will be expected to attend every class session. You are allowed four hours of excused or
unexcused absences during the semester. Missing more than four hours of class may result in you failing the
course. Tardiness and early exit will count as one hour of absence. If you have a legitimate circumstance that
requires you miss more than four hours of class you will need to see the course director, Dr. Stephanie Webster
(swebster@ufl.edu), for exemption. An excused absence is defined as one that can be documented in writing and is
due to a medical problem with the student or immediate family, death in the student’s immediate family, or an
officially recognized university sponsored event.
Outlines: Outlines must be typed and printed on standard paper (8.5x11), using full sentences, and including
a bibliography or works cited. An outline is required for all speeches except the Speech of Self-Introduction.
Assignments: All assignments must be your original work. Assignments will not be accepted through email.
A late assignment, such as a formal outline, will receive a 30% penalty. Late work is below average work.
Oral assignments, formal presentations, and exams cannot be made up
Delivery: All presentations will be extemporaneously (conversationally) delivered. Reading or memorizing a
presentation may result in failing the assignment. While you speak, you will be permitted to use no more
than 5, 3X5 or 4X6 inch, index cards or one side of a standard piece of paper.
Visual Aids: Visual aides are required for speeches. These do not need to be professionally prepared, but they
must look professional. Criteria will be discussed in class.
Dress: All presentations are professional speaking situations. Therefore, you are expected to dress

appropriately for the topic and situation. In most cases, for women appropriate dress includes pantsuit,
dress, skirt, blouse and jacket and appropriate shoes (no flip-flops). For men, appropriate dress includes
dress pants, belt, sports coat and proper shoes. You will lose points if your dress is not considered
appropriate since it impacts on your presentation.
Electronic devices and food: Cell phones, etc. must be turned off or silenced before entering the classroom.
Food is not allowed in the class. Laptops are permitted during lecture but are not permitted during peer
presentations. If I notice your laptop is distracting engagement of this course, I will require you take notes by
hand.
Plagiarizing: Plagiarizing is a serious academic offense. If you are caught plagiarizing an assignment, you will
receive a 0 for the assignment and an official UF written notice.
Participation: All students are expected to be prepared and ready to participate in any class activity or
assignment. The success of your personal education and those of your peers is dependent upon this
commitment.
Classroom Civility: We want to build a classroom climate that is comfortable for all. In a communication class,
it is especially important that we (1) display respect for all members (classmates and instructor); (2) pay
attention to and participate in all class sessions and activities; (3) avoid unnecessary disruption during class
time (e.g., having private conversations, reading out of class material, doing out of class work, receiving cell
phone calls or text messages, etc.); and (4) avoid racist, sexists, or other negative language that may
unnecessarily exclude or affect members of the class. This is not an exhaustive list of behavior; rather, they
represent the minimal standards that help make a classroom a productive place for all concerned. After one
written warning, your final grade will be reduced by 10% or 100 points each time you engage in these types
of behavior – especially for phones (text messaging) and other distracting technology. The University code
for classroom behavior and academic misconduct will be enforced in this course.
Religious Holidays: The University's policy on religious holy days as stated in the University Catalog and
Student Handbook will be followed in this class. Any student may request to be excused from class to
observe a religious holy day of his or her faith.
Disability Notice: The UF Disability Resource Center (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/) is available to you
should you need it. It is your responsibility to contact them in order to have your needs met. You will need to
follow their procedures as to proper notification of the instructor.
PUBLIC SPEAKING LAB: Located in 410 Rolfs Hall, the Public Speaking Lab offers free assistance to those
seeking to develop their speaking skills. Staffed by both Public Speaking instructors and peer mentors who
have successfully completed a speech course, the lab welcomes walk-ins during the hours posted at:
http://www.clas.ufl.edu/users/swebster/labindex.htm. Hours are subject to change. For optimal success
please plan speeches well in advance.
Students can choose to have their speeches video-taped, get feedback on outlines, ask questions about
supporting their points, and get ideas about handling speech anxiety. We also offer assistance in preparing
for interviews or preparing speeches for other courses. Please note that students currently enrolled in
SPC2608 are responsible for taking the guidance offered by consultants in the lab and making sure they still
meet all requirements of their own instructor. If you have questions about a visit with the lab, please feel free
to contact Dr. Stephanie Webster (swebster@ufl.edu).
The syllabus, course calendar, and evaluation tools may be amended as needed during the semester.

